Lord, Teach Us to Pray

An Exposition of the Prayer We Call "The Lord's Prayer" (Luke 11:1)
By Harold Camping

The Lord's Prayer is given to us in the Word of God in two passages, Luke 11:2-4, and Matthew 6:9-13:

"After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen."

"Our Father"

When Jesus prayed, He addressed God as His Father. Amazingly, God commands us to also address
God as "Our Father." We do not fully understand such condescension on God's part, but we do know that
the Bible speaks of the Father as the giver of every good and perfect gift. We read in James 1:17:

"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

The greatest gift of all, which is also the focus of the Lord's Prayer, is the gift of salvation. "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life" (John 3:16).

The Old Testament also has references to God as our Father. For example, Psalm 68:5, "A father of the
fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation."

In the Bible, the fatherless is a reference to the spiritually destitute, the unsaved people. We are of God
our Father through creation, but our sins have estranged us from God. Spiritually we are orphans, but
God comes to us as a Father to the fatherless. God will be a Father to those who acknowledge their
orphaned condition, their spiritual bankruptcy.

The Lord Jesus is spoken of as the everlasting Father in Isaiah 9:6:

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace."

We read in Psalm 103:13, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him." God
cares for those who love Him. (See also Isaiah 63:16, Isaiah 64:8, Romans 9:21, Romans 8:15-17, John
6:44, Luke 15:18.)

"Which art in heaven"

God has revealed many things, but who God is remains a mystery. Mankind by nature wants to have a
god whom they can see, the sun, an idol, or a river. Even if they become identified with the Christian
religion, they may have all kinds of paraphernalia in their place of worship, because they want to see
something tangible that they hope relates to God.

When we become saved, our relationship to God is a relationship of faith. In faith we believe that which
we cannot see. We believe with fervency, abandonment, and trust.

Some say, "Well, we can see the Father in the Lord Jesus Christ." Jesus said in John 14:9, "he that hath
seen me hath seen the Father." It is true that He is the express image of the Father, but that does not tell the
whole story. Jesus was on this earth to pay for our sins; He emptied Himself of His glory. He was not
seen as the glorious God He really is, and He prayed to the Father while He was on this earth. He is the
Father and yet the Father is a separate person, which is a mystery that our minds cannot comprehend.

If we sincerely pray, "Our Father who art in heaven," effectively we are saying, "Oh, God, we cannot see you
with our physical eye, and we have no idea of how majestic, infinite, and great you are, but we know that
you are the one to whom we look for redemption."



"Our Father who art in heaven," means that our salvation is rooted in heaven. Some people passionately
want a salvation of this life and of this earth. They long for a day when they will see Jesus on this sin-
cursed earth, but our salvation is infinitely more glorious than anything this earth can produce. We have
become citizens of heaven, and eternally we will be with God in the new heavens and the new earth.

"Hallowed be thy name"

The word "hallowed" is the word "holy," which means "set apart." Holy is thy name. Holy (set apart) is thy
name. Each of us has a name to identify us among the people of the world. God needs no such
identification because He alone is God. God does give Himself many names, such as Jesus, Christ, the
Lord of Hosts, Faithful, True, etc. These names describe attributes or characteristics of God.

The references in the Bible which speak of the "name" of God are speaking of God in all of His fullness, in
all of His essence, everything that God is. And He in all of His fullness is set apart (hallowed) as the only
God, whom we are to fear, reverence, obey, glorify, serve, and worship. He alone is supremely righteous.
He is the creator of the world and upholds it by His power. He alone is the Savior; He is supremely holy
and majestic.

"Thy kingdom come"”

We read about the kingdom of God in John 3:3, "Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." And in John 3:5, "Jesus answered, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

Jesus is talking about the kingdom that God has established through the Lord Jesus Christ, which we
enter into when we are saved. The kingdom of God consists of all who will become saved and live with
Christ forever in the new heavens and the new earth. When we pray, "thy kingdom come," we are saying,
"Oh, God, | want to be part of your kingdom; | want to be saved. Thy kingdom come in my life."

We are also saying, "Oh, Lord, we want thy kingdom to go out into the world and encompass all who are
to be saved. We pray that the program of salvation which you designed from before the foundations of the
earth will come to fruition."

"Thy will be done"

The will of God is expressed, for example, in Matthew 16:18, "I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it."

The will of God is that He will redeem a people for Himself. He will bring salvation to this world, and that
relates personally to each of us, i.e., "Thy will be done" in my life. God's will will be done in my life only if |
am saved, if | have become a child of God.

If you are unsaved, God's will is not part of your life; if you are unsaved, you are going to live with your
own will and not care about God's will. "Thy will be done," prayed from the heart means, "O God, make me
obedient to thee; help me to abandon myself to thee. | want you to be my Savior."

The will of God ultimately includes the damnation of the unsaved. God's justice must be satisfied. When
the day comes, He will bring vengeance upon the unsaved; that is God's business, and yet that is implied
in the phrase, "thy will be done."

"Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven"
God's will was established in heaven.

The Lord Jesus Christ was in perfect obedience to the Father's will. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Christ
said, "not what I will, but what thou wilt" (Mark 14:36). Christ in His perfect obedience illustrates the perfect
will of God. We ought to pray as He prayed so that in our life we might be obedient to God.

"Give us this day our daily bread"

Many people conclude that God is teaching us to pray for physical sustenance. Of course, we are
dependent upon God for clothing, housing, and food, but what about Luke 12:22-23:

"And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall
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eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and the body is more than
raiment. Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn;
and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?"

He then says in verse 30, "For all these things do the nations of the worldseek after: and your Father knoweth that
ye have need of these things."

God gives no guarantee that believers in the Lord Jesus Christ will always have a full bowl of rice.
Whether we have enough to eat or not is immaterial. The big question that God wants us to face is: Are
we spiritually nourished?

In Luke 11:3, Christ says, "Give us day by day our daily bread." The word "daily" ought to be translated "for
the morrow" or "for the coming." It could be literally translated, "give us this day, or day by day, our bread
for the morrow." That is, "give us each day the spiritual bread (Christ is the living bread) that will sustain
us throughout the future."

In Luke God says "give us day by day," which implies a continuing thing, but the phrase in Matthew 6:11,
"Give us this day our daily bread," has a different implication.

In Hebrews 1:5, God quotes from Psalm 2:7, "Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee." "This day" is
the same phrase that is used in the Lord's Prayer in Matthew 6, "Give us this day." Hebrews 1:5 seems to
imply that at some point in time, the Lord Jesus Christ was begotten by the Father, and we know that is
not possible because the Lord Jesus Christ is from everlasting to everlasting.

God is talking about the coming Lord Jesus Christ who is spoken of as "begotten" inasmuch as God
raised Him from the dead after He had paid for our sins. The phrase "this day" also refers to the Lord
Jesus Christ; God declares in Psalm 118:24, "This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and
be glad in it." "This is the day" is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. And so, "Thou art my Son, this day
have | begotten thee," effectively is saying, "Thou art my Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, whom | have raised
from the dead." God is saying, "Give us this day the Lord Jesus Christ as spiritual bread for tomorrow and
forevermore."

"Day by day"
In Luke, God says "day by day," and when we tie these two passages together, and we get this picture:
"Give us Christ day by day, on a continuing basis, that we might have bread for the morrow," from
moment to moment. What is the bread that the Bible talks about? Jesus says in John 6:35, "I am the bread
of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." He says in John
6:51:
"I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for
ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."

When we pray, "Give us this day our daily bread," effectively we are saying to God, "O God, give us the Lord
Jesus Christ that we might be in Him, spiritually nourished and strengthened, so that we can walk day to
day, moment to moment. Whatever the future holds, He is sufficient for us."

"And forgive us our debts"
At least three words are commonly used in the New Testament to signify "sin," including the word "debt."

We are debtors to God because we have sinned. The Bible says, "For the wages of sin is death" (Romans
6:23). There is a penalty that we must pay to God for our sins, and that payment is eternal damnation.
When we pray, "forgive us our debts," effectively, we are praying, "O God, have mercy on me. I'm a sinner.
Will you pay the penalty that | rightly deserve to pay?"

The Lord Jesus came to endure hell on our behalf. He came to ransom us from the power of the grave,
from eternal damnation, from the wrath of God.

"As we forgive our debtors™

The Lord's Prayer is focused on God our Savior until this phrase, which could be a bellwether or indicator
as to where we stand before Christ.

The unsaved can be bitter, resentful, and angry if they believe they have been wronged by another
person's word or deed. The reason is because mankind by nature is egotistical and proud.

3



When God calls us, He effectively says, if you pray and acknowledge God as your Savior, and there is
resentment in your heart for some individual whom you cannot love, then examine your heart. You do not
know what salvation is.

When we have resentment, we have to ask, "Am | born again? How can | expect God to forgive me if |
continue with this unforgiving relationship?" The phrase "As we forgive our debtors," therefore, is a
reminder to examine ourselves to determine whether we are truly saved.

"And lead us not into temptation”

The word "lead" here is "bring," and ought to be translated, "bring me not into temptation." Satan is the
tempter; the word tempter and the word temptation are the same Greek word.

Does "bring me not into temptation" mean, "Oh, Lord, bring me along so that | will not be tempted by
Satan"?

The problem with that conclusion is James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations" (same word), and James 1:12, "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation." God is saying it is a
blessing, something to be joyful about, when Satan tempts you.

We read in | Corinthians 10:13, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man." God is
saying it is normative for the believer to walk in the path of temptation. Therefore, "bring me not into
temptation" cannot be understood to mean "bring me not into a situation in which | am tempted of Satan."
The solution to understanding this phrase is found when we substitute the word "trial" for "temptation." Of
course, in every temptation we are being tried, but there is a trial which every human being must face
because of his sins.

Another usage of the word "temptation," is found in Revelation 3:10, "Because thou hast kept the word of my
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation [same word],which shall come upon all the world, to try
[same word] them that dwell upon the earth." This verse, too, should be translated "the hour of trial."

God is talking about Judgment Day. Just as the man who is suspected of committing a crime is brought to
trial, so, too, the unsaved are going to be tried, to be tested, at the Judgment Seat of God. Because there
is none righteous, they will be found guilty and cast into hell. That is the "trial" we desperately wish to
avoid as we pray, "bring me not into trial."

Born-again believers do not come into that hour of trial; we do not have to stand before the Judgment
Throne of God because we have already been tried; we stood before the Judgment Throne of God when
Christ stood before Pilate. Christ had become sin for us (Il Corinthians 5:21); Christ has already given an
account of all the sins of believers.

When Satan comes to tempt you through the circumstances around you, he is trying you to discover
whether you are going to remain faithful to God or whether he can get you to sin.

God never comes with that kind of temptation. God tempts no man to evil. James 1:13, "Let no man say
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man."
Sometimes God will remove His hand of restraint from us, and we will go deeper into sin, but He would
never cause us to sin.

The unsaved will be brought, not lead, into trial. Christ is coming as the Judge, and every eye shall see
Him, and every one of the unsaved is going to give an account of his sins.

"Deliver us from evil"

The word "evil" here can be understood as Satan, as sin, and as the wrath to come.

Before we are saved we are in bondage to Satan, and we are in bondage to sin. These are the terrible
evils to which every human is enslaved.

But in addition we are under the wrath of God. The judgment of God is a terrible evil that man is under
because God's perfect justice demands full payment for sin. Therefore, the prayer "deliver us from evil" is
also a prayer for salvation. To become saved is to be set free from bondage to sin and Satan and to be
delivered from the wrath of God.



"For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.

Amen"

The Lord's Prayer concludes with this marvelous doxology.

The focal point is on God: "Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed by thy name," then the focal point shifts to
God's salvation program in the world and in my heart, which is all through Christ.

The Lord's Prayer is a magnificent prayer for mankind who desperately needs salvation. Jesus tells us
how to pray. We are dead in our sins, and we are destined for hell. Christ in this beautiful prayer says
come to God about salvation, and in this petition, in this prayer, we see salvation. And we see that all of
the glory throughout eternity goes to God. Praise God for His wonderful salvation!
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Background Information

Family Radio
The following information was copied from the Family Radio Web site:

The Ministry of Family Radio
Broadcasting Christ-centered programs to the United States & around the world!
Committed to the Person and Work of Jesus Christ

Family Radio is committed to the Person and salvation work of Jesus Christ as revealed in God's divine
Word, the Bible. We are a nonprofit, nondenominational, educational organization dedicated to obeying
our Lord's command to preach the Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15). Family Radio programs include
no commercial advertisements. Air time for other Christian broadcasters on Family Radio is free of
charge. The ministry relies solely upon God working through listeners for the financial support of day-to-
day operations. We as a ministry desire to be entirely faithful to God's divine, infallible Word, the Bible.
Every effort is made to accurately present the Gospel of the Bible. In purpose and belief, we stand out
from other radio and TV ministries in our faithful reliance on the Bible as the ONLY infallible authority.

First Broadcast in 1959

Family Radio was organized in 1958 under our official name, Family Stations, Inc., and began to
broadcast February 4, 1959, over KEAR FM in San Francisco. Since then, God has enabled the ministry
to purchase a number of powerful AM and FM stations and several smaller educational facilities and
translators around the country. Our domestic broadcasts reach metropolitan areas such as Birmingham,
Charleston, Chicago, Cleveland, Jacksonville, Los Angeles, Milwaukee, New York, Omaha, Philadelphia,
Sacramento, Salt Lake City, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle, and Washington, D.C.

International Broadcasts

An important addition came in 1973 with the purchase of an international short-wave station, which we
called WYFR, in Scituate, Massachusetts. With the use of many transmitters and antennas, the Gospel is
proclaimed in ten languages from thy WYFR facility, now located in Okeechobee, Florida. In 1982, our
international outreach was expanded to India and the Far East with the use of powerful transmitters in
Taiwan. Family Radio has become a worldwide ministry; our broadcasts now span the globe so "That all
the people of the earth may know that the Lord is God, and that there is none else" (1 Kings 8:60).

A Diversified Outreach

In addition to the broadcasts, Family Radio offers Bible-based pamphlets and tracts to teach and exhort
and other diverse means of spreading the Gospel, including the following.

Family Radio School of the Bible

Primarily a correspondence school, Family Radio School of the Bible courses are designed to help
laymen and professionals to minister in the church, on the job, and at home through he study of various
subjects and certificate and degree programs. The school operates on the principle of Matthew 10:8,
"freely ye have received, freely give." In accordance with this principle, the FRSB does not charge tuition;
it is dependent upon the generosity of students and friends.

Missionary Tours
Family Radio sponsors "Missionary Tours" which provide opportunities for staff members and listeners (at
their own expense) to help spread the Gospel through tract distribution. Our ambassadors for Christ have
visited cities in North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia (every continent except
Antarctica).



On the Internet

Our Christ-centered programs are now available worldwide, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, on the
Internet. Access to the Internet may be via computer or television (with the proper equipment). In addition
to the programs on the Internet, Bible studies such as "The Glorious Garden of Eden" and "The Seventy
Weeks of Daniel 9" are on our Home Page. Downloadable books include "What God Hath Joined
Together" and "God's Magnificent Salvation Plan." The Internet also has our program guide, short-wave
schedule, and The Bible. Tell your friends and family that they can find Family Radio on the Internet at:
http://www.familyradio.com

Supporting Family Radio
If you believe God would have you financially support Family Radio you can send your tax-deductible gift
to:
Family Radio
Oakland, CA 94621 USA
Or use our "Secure Internet Check Form!"

End of Web site information.

For biblically based answers to your questions, you can listen to the Open Forum on Family Radio stations
in many locations in the USA on Monday through Friday evenings at 8:30-10:00 p.m. Eastern Time (5:30-
7:00 p.m. Pacific Time) or call 800-322-5385 (from within the USA and Canada) or 408-741-0219 (from
outside the USA and Canada) during the program to ask a question or make a comment. You can also
listen to live broadcasts on Family Radio’s Web site at http://www.familyradio.com/ during those hours.
There are also recordings of past programs available on this Web site.

The Open Forum is translated from English into nine other languages and broadcast by short-wave radio
around the world. You can also listen to prerecorded short-wave broadcasts on the Web site. Write to
Family Radio at the above address to obtain a short-wave broadcasting schedule for your area or call
these numbers:

Toll Free: 800-543-1495 (from within the USA and Canada)
Toll Call: 501-568-6200 (from outside the USA and Canada)

This Study (Ver: 1010 4/30/2001)

This study was reformatted from material downloaded from the Family Radio Web site. This was done by
two Family Radio listeners who have grown in the knowledge of their Lord and Savior over the years (with
help from the questions and answers about the Bible as heard on the Open Forum program and other
Family Radio materials) and who desire the same for others.
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